and without publication charges for authors. Uniquely, it is both open to comment and correction, as well as being editorially moderated, a feature made possible using TikiWiki software. When consensus is achieved on a given protocol, a pdf with a DOI will be created, with authors and date attributed, which then becomes a 'gold leaf standard' which itself cannot be changed (although a live version on the protocol continues to evolve). With time and the advancement of knowledge and of instrumentation, a new version of the protocol could be created in addition to the original edition.
Methods, protocols, units and standards covered by PrometheusWiki that are of most interest to readers of FPB fall in the following topics:
* Growth and architecture * Gas exchange * Water relations and hydraulic conductivity * Tissue chemistry * Soils and rhizosphere * Imaging technologies * Experimental treatments for abiotic stress * Basic statistics for biologists This month also marks the on-line publication of Plants in Action, an award-winning resource text for undergraduate and postgraduate scholars written by the community of the Australian Society of Plant Scientists. The first edition was published in 1999 by Macmillan Australia, and now is being republished electronically in preparation for revision. It is currently being placed on the server of the University of Queensland, under the guidance of Associate Professor Susanne Schmidt. Chapters will be updated gradually over time by the original authors and new contributors. The project's status will be shown on the website of the Australian Society of Plant Scientists (www.asps.org.au). Plants in Action will not be a wiki, as it will be modified only by authors and editors, but will share the common values of a wiki in being free to users, able to be periodically updated, and providing a forum for comments, new contributions, and discussions.
Plants in Action will be a source of fundamental principles and biological information that form a background to the methods published by PrometheusWiki. Links between the two sites will provide an unrivalled resource for researchers, teachers and students.
Digital publication of various types is fast becoming a more common form of publication than the traditional hard copy book. At least one of the large publishing houses is planning to publish 'digital text books' in which authors are able to update the contents. It may not be long before most journals publish manuscripts only on-line, and not on the printed page. This will save costs, and relieve libraries of building more shelving space.
Functional Plant Biology is pleased to support the introduction of PrometheusWiki to the community of plant scientists. I will personally find it extremely useful for my own research, and also in reviewing and editing papers submitted for publication. In the words of the instigators of this innovative and exciting project, which will assure universal access to the best methodology and encourage collaboration across fields, 'PrometheusWiki will depend on your contributions and feedback on an ongoing basis. We thank you in advance for your contributions to this new resource'.
Dr Rana Munns Editor-in-Chief
Functional Plant Biology
